the rest of the members of the Mission, travelling overland to
Marseilles and thence by sea.

To understand completely the situation with which the Milner
Mission had to deal it would be necessary to summarise the com-
plicated history of Egypt firom 1879 or 1882. It must suffice here
to recall one or two of the salient events between the date, 1907,
when Cromer laid down his historic stewardship, and the arrival
of the Mission in Cairo in December 1919. Cromer was followed
by Sir Eldon Gorst, who for four years rode the country with
a loose rein, with the unforeseen result of stimulating the growth
of nationalism of a heady and dangerous type. Gorst was succeeded
In 1911 by Kitchener, who guided Egypt's destinies successfully
till the outbreak of war in 1914. In that war Turkey soon took
her place among' Britain's enemies, and the status she had till
then enjoyed as suzerain of Egypt was naturally abolished. In
December 1914 it was announced by the British Government
that

"In view of the state of war arising out of the action of Turkey
Egypt is placed under the protection of His Majesty, and will
henceforth constitute a British Protectorate."

So long as the war lasted the change of status made little practical
difference in Egypt, where Kitchener was succeeded as High Com-
missioner by Sir Henry McMahon, and McMahon by Sir Reginald
Wingate, the country being administered under martial law; but
with the return of peace and the general currency of undefined
Ideas about self-determination, Egypt's latent nationalism quickly
boiled up, and a Nationalist Committee was formed under the
chairmanship of Zaghlul Pasha, who had been the recognised
Nationalist leader as far back as Gorst's days. The demand was
for Independence complete and immediate. More responsible
Egyptians, Rushdi Pasha and Adly Pasha Yeghen, were detailed
to go to England as a delegation, but though the proposal was
strongly supported by the High Commissioner, Sir Reginald
Wingate, It was not favoured in London, and a second attempt
met with no better reception. Feeling in Egypt ran high, and in
March 1919 it was considered necessary to arrest Zaghlul and
three of his principal supporters and deport them to Malta. This
precipitated serious disorders in Egypt, in the course of which
two British officers and five other ranks were murdered by an
excited crowd. Lord Allenby, the Commander-in-Chief in Egypt
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